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at the German summer manoeuvres, and hoped that they
would shortly meet at Vienna. He got no reply, and
found on his arrival there that the British Ambassador was
charged to tell him that William did not wish to meet
him. To save his host from the slight embarrassment
of having under his roof an Emperor and an heir apparent
who turned their backs on each other (their suites pre-
sumably following their example), the Prince, boiling
with fury, went to stay with the King of Rumania while
his nephew was at Vienna, and returned after he had left
to thank the Emperor of Austria for his pleasant visit.

Meantime Lord Salisbury had forwarded to the Queen
Bismarck's bill of indictment against her son. She
reserved judgment on the first and second counts till
she had seen him, but dealt summarily with the third.
She wrote to her Prime Minister: ' This is really too
vulgar and too absurd, as well as untrue, almost to be
believed (sic). We have always been very intimate with
our grandson and nephew, and to pretend that he is to
be treated in private as well as in public as " his imperial
Majesty '' is perfect madness. He has been treated just
as we should have treated his beloved father and even
grandfather and as the Queen herself was always treated
by her dear Uncle Leopold. If he has such notions he
had better never come here. The Queen will not swallow
this affront. . . . He had also said to the Crown Prince
[Rudolph of Austria] that if his uncle wrote him a very
kind letter, he might perhaps answer it. All this shows a
very unhealthy and unnatural state of mind; and he must
be made to feel that his grandmother and uncle will not
stand such insolence.' *

That seemed to dispose of the third count.    The Prince
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